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Notes of a Newsgatherer

FIFTY YEARS A JOURNALIST. By
Melville E. Stone. Doubleday. Page
& Co.

HIS big hook, composed by a

former general manager of the

Associated Press, Is easy to
read In spite of its bulk and In spite
algo of its Introduction of matter ex-
traneous to the title, The ease |8 partly
due to Ity author's long tralning. Itis
compiled like a page from the dally
news with cross heads, headlines and
dates. ® Everybody who opens It will
read the book precisely as though It
were a telling story In the newspaper.

And that, however literary persons
nmuy regard the autobiography, is
pridae.

ME Stone has made a number of
enemies in his long and useful career,
and the reader who never made his
personal acquaintance will know why
from the book, The reason is his
blunt expression of opinion. When he
thinks a man is a blackguard he has
ano hesitanecy in calling him just that,
and in one place he courts notoriety
by the hold ways, typographical and
otherwise, which he writes down
his contemporaries in the journalistic
fields. Several of these deceased per-
sons were popular idels in their lives
and an odor of sanctity, at least of
reverence, hangs about them In their
tombs.

But this writer ecalls one of them
“shifty and wholly untruthful,” an-
other, “a malignant who frequently
misused his power,” two of them
“revelled In indecency,” while another
was “little better than a blackguard.”
The men to whom he applies these
epithets were, it must be remembered,

in

among the makers of our modern
NOWEPAPET.
Born in the “revolutionary™ 1848,

when Abraham Lincoln was: serving
his first term In the Federal Congress,
Mr. Stone is proud to claim as his
natal State that of the Great Emanci-
pator, to whose broadeast fame he |
adds his mite. It s his ballef that no
ane born out of Illinois can thoroughly
understand or quite appreciate Lin-
coln, and he appends insufficlent
reagsons for this conviction. As his!
father was a preacher the family often
moved from one small place to an-
other small place, with oceaslonal so-
journs in Chicago, The boy's educa-
tion was, In consequence, fitfully car-
ried on, but It would appear that he
had always an ambition to acquire
learning. What he got was painfully
obtained.

For instance, while he was still only
a growing lad, but obliged to help in
the family finaneces, he used to get up
at 4 in the morning, hurry to the mall
room of the Chicagoe Tribune, take a
bundle of papers for distribution walk
four or five miles delivering Jhem,

} judgment of men.

*each home at § and have breakfast
and then turn up at public school at 8,
During this hard experience occurred
the assassination of FPresident Lincoln,
A vast, excited erowd hemmed 1n the
entrunces to the newspaper offico and
the lad was obliged to foree® hils way
Into the mail room by a kind of under-
ground passage. . Even that was
vrowded with vociferous and grief
stricken people. While he was push-
Ing his way throwgh them young
Stone heard a pistol shot and saw a
man fall dead, The assassin exclaimed:

“He said Lincoln deserved it!"

Then he walked away, and nohody
put out a hand to stop him, and, as
the author affirms, he was never tried
for the shooting.

Mr. Stone’s busy journaliatic life, not
counting two or three boylsh attempts,
really lies between the dates 1871,
when occurred the Chicago fire, and
1919, when the Leagise of Nations was
formed at Versailles. He was In the
hardware business and wiped out of it
by the great conflagration, and whils |
waiting ‘round for things to start up
he served efficiently on a committee of
relief. This led to acquaintance with
the owner of the Republican and a
managertal job thereon in conmection
with Col. Forrest, who wrote the edi-
torials for the sheet.

In one of these Forrest offended a
low grade politician as well as his
chief, and he wrote a backing down
editorial which the Tribune declared
could only be due to “beer.” It wound
up Forrest's connection with the paper
and probably Stongs, although he does |
not say so, but- we find him shortly |
afterward in Washington on the staff
of THE New York HERALD.

This was in 1874, A year lator he is
back in Chicago founding the Deily
Newa (evening) on a capital of 35,000
furnished by a “remittance” man from
Frogland, one Percy Meggy. The flrat|
number of the celebrated paper was |
iesued experimentally on Christmas
Day, 1875, The first issue of the
morning edition of the Chicago Daily
News, a two cemt paper, followed
in 1881,

Between these Mites the author tells
at length some of his early detective
“stunts"” such as the Spencer case
and his growing acquaintance with in- |
tereating crooks—Ross Raymond, the
confidence man, and Dick Lane, a bur-
glar, among others, He algo passes in
review notable political events In
which he journalistically figured,

Sandwiched in also is a trip to Eu-
rope, where he made the acquaintance
of Parnell, Dillon, Capt. PBoycott,
Gambetta, Clemenceau. Since what
he found in these men at that time
has been clarified by their subsequent
actions, ‘then this author possesses,
smong other valuable newspaper qual-
ities, the best of them all, a true

More instructive to embryo journal-
ists than anything else in the bouk s
the delightful account of the daily
moeetings of the little Daiy News fam-
ily, of which Eugene Field was the
slde splitting star. Their earnest of-
forts to get the proper perspective on
the news of the day amd the cheerful-
ness with which they permitted each

| hovered near

ane to cut down the other's copy make
charming reading as of a newspaper
written, edited and published In the
tietter Land. The reminiscence reads

veracious, but it would be hasd to
duplicate such a story in any other
newspe.per office.

In this connection Mr. Stone rilates
how his paper refused to buy the
“Public Be Damned"” story offercd
them by “a pushing and impertinent”
free lance. In his offer the man had
made the mistake of telling the News
people the exact way he interrupted
Vanderbilt's dinner, and by his per-
sistence forced this expression of an-
noyance, Suppressing the detalle the
free lance afterward sold the story to
the Tribune.

Mr. Stone still chuckles over the
hoax of a Matthew Arnold Interview
which the Tribune swallowed and pub-
lished. The great critic was sald to
have described Chlcago people as ill
bred and illiterate in an interview he
wis reported to have given to a peri-
odical that dld not exist. This per-
mits Mr. Stone to picture his own im-
pression of the “Sweetness and Light"
lecturer, which he winds up by re-
peating the mot of . L. 8, when told
of Arnold’s death. *“Too bad,” said
Btevenson; “he won't like God."

The events from 1893, when he be-
came manager of the Associated Press,
down to his resignation. are related
by the author with equal cleverneas
and, ag playwrights are advised to

do, "never letting the interest drop.” |
He gives in detail the early struggles
of the "A. P." and its battles with its
news gatherer, as well as full

rival
decounts of his various visits to roy-
alty, the Kaiser, the Czar, when on
tour for his assoclation.

“What troubles England,” sald 'Wil-
helm confidentially, “is MIG." These
letters filled out spell “made in Ger-
many.” Mr. Stone seems to have
preserved a pretty high opinion of the
German Emperor, s he had a great
sympathy for the unfortunate Czar.

Ome of the most amusing passages
in the book relates a meeting with
William Jennings Bryan on the
borders of Mexico in 1896,
the great commoner had gone to study
the silver question in its home, [lo

the latter, in that short time Bryan
solved the sllver problem.

A rapid, inclsive, unstyled book, val- |

uable in many ways, but invaluable,
perhaps, to newspaper workers,

. i

Owen Johnson has taken a house in
Bermuda for the winter, where he will
be a next door neighbor of Mrs, Hodg-
son Burnett.
will complete the writing of a new
book which is what he himeself calls “a

logical projection’ from "“The Wasted

Generation,” This new book, we are
told, will deal with the vital progres-
sive force of the new post-war generia-
tion.

Capt. David W. Bone's tale of the
sen, "The Brassbounder,” which E. P.
Dutton & Co. brought out In a new
edition last spring, 5 belng trans-
lated into Danish and is to be pub-
lished within n short time In Denmark.

No one has vet discovered who wrote
“The Mirrors of Washington."
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Scribner Books-
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Corinne Roosevelt Robinson
“One of the most remarkable books of the fall.”—Boston Herald.
A beautiful book—a book to endear him more and more to his countrymen and to the world.” —

MY LIFE HERE AND THERE

: . Princess Cantacuene, nee Julia Dent Grant
The engaging memoirs of an American princess, the granddaughter of General U. S. Grant, which
“Among the most important of contemporary memoirs.” —New York

FULL UP AND FED UP

most acute industrial

unusual significance. Mr. Williams, t

Worker's Mind,”" worked as a laborer among laborers in all the staple British industries.

'FOUR YEARS IN THE UNDERBRUSH

A novelist of note went down into the “underbrush”—the world of the unskilled working woman—in
This true account of her experiences is a remarkable human document,
more compelling than any novel.

OF ISLAM

survey of the Moslem unrest by the author of “The Rising Tide of Color."
the Spectator, “which no man who aspires to an opinion on world poliey . . .

' MEMORIES & NOTES OF PERSONS & PLACES

This book of reminiscences by Robert Louis Stevenson's close friend and editor deals most intimately
with Stevenson, George Meredith, Henry James, Swinburne, G. F. Watts, Edward Fitagerald and

These essays constitute a posthumous gift to American literature from one who died at the very

of the arts. They express to the full his

GUIDE-POSTS

A volume of essays rich in the appreciation of nature and human nature,

' THE SENSE OF HUMOR

ILIY and delightful langu
ased on an analysis ra

Bound in eloth, $2.00; in leather, $3.00

ng from A

Edited by Kermit Roosevelt

nality and promise of the youngest Roosevelt son, “The Young Eltlee." as revealed in his let-

ters from overseas and his early writings. “The best possible answer to

erisis of her history, this picture of the worker’s

is un original and complete theory of the nature and fune-
tophanes to Charlie Chaplin.

THE AMERICANIZATION OF EDWARD BOK

This remarkable book, termed by Lord Northeliffe the best autobiography of our time, h h
twelfth edition in the United States, ography ime, has reached its

| WHERE THE STRANGE TRAILS GO DOWN E. Alexander Powell

A new world of mystery and color in the islands of the Malay Archipelago.
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‘He Made Neighbors of a Nation

ONE MAN'S LIFE! Chapters from
the sarcer of Theodore N, Vall. By
_[\lln--'. Bigelow Palne. Harper &
Irothers,

TH[:-'

ple
Biays ||

!l_\'

interesting chronicle,
and forthright in expres-
sion, lwexactly what the authon

sim-

—the story of o man and a
It ig, in the main, a record of
perforinance, with a somewhat inclu-

Perioml

give hackground. As such It is hoth
history and biography, Not only is it
the life story of one of our great cap-

talns of Industry but it is the romance
of the development of a Ereat
dustrial era. Tt ig inspiring reading;
Its chapters do not blindly “eelebrate”
their subject nor present him in a false
Hght with a foolish halo around his
head. On the contrary, they provide a
]len-'}!} account of a man of unusue
mental endowment and enormou
ecutive ability, who knew how to “carry
through™ in all his varied and gigantic
undertakings in the face of adverse |
circumstances, They tell the story of |
the development of the telephone sys- |
tem from its very inception through

in-

;i

Theodore N. Vail.

all its stages of evolution. [t is a story
delightfully teld, with plentiful high |
Hghtis of humor. |
|  Geneniogy (s usunlly lnborious read- |
ling. Not s0 with the brief and inter-
esting record given here, Tt traces the |
| ancestry of Theodore Vall back to the |
days ol the ploneers—about 300 years
ago—ito a certain Thomas Vall (or
Veale), one of the religious self-exiles |
who came to Ameriea early in the
seventeenth century—about 1647, It is
interesting to note, as throwing light
on their progeny, that his wife Sarah
wis a “resolute person with a potent
vocabulary,” for it I8 a matter of record |
that onoe when righteously defending |
herself In some de used =uch
| masterful langua she wns

ahe
that

ge
tenced to stand with her tongue In r‘ii
cleft stick *“#o long as the offence com-
mitted by her was read and declared™!

Theodore, one of a group of seven,
Il'nmlt- his appearance in 1845 in
Cargoll county, Ohlo. “The discipline |
{in the Vall household was strict at|
| times,” writes the author, “and cor-|
poral punishment “by no means un-
known. We suspect that Phebe Quinby |
had a busv sand convincing hand ;lrlll;
that little Theodore did not always
escape,"”

At sixteen. nfter having received the

rudimentary odueation which the pub-
lic schools of Morristown afforded,
young Vail displayed no unusual talent
| mnd was not re rded ax even a promis-
ing boy., But his cournge—the whole
temper of h Hle—was foreshadowed
in the words of that irasclble ald man,
Judge Vail: “Davis, that boy is always

whistling'" hroughout his entire
career his =pirit seemed to whistle
above the conflict, As ¢lerk in o drug
atore, where the Americean Magnetic
| Company hd ielegraph office. Vail
firet felt the fascination of the wire,
It meant to converse at long distance;

ind a broader horizon.
in his dlury at this

it meant trav
The quaint ents

period show something of hig mental
progress, but nowhere do they give a
hint of hix ambitions for the future,
In after vears he used to say that his
chief ambition n was ta "own #|
sihle cont and a ruby ring."” |

Somewhoere is this delicious bit
of provincial re rding: “In the eve-
ning 1 went up to Prayer Meeting and
| took n Lady home from such n place
{ for the first time In my life; she In
turn presented me with a Gernnlum
leaf, which 1 kept a= a4 memento,”™ (1)

A lttle later Viall found a job In the
office of the Western Union Tele-
graph Company nt Fortleth street and
| Elaventh avenue, in New York clty.
| The author hm dver an Interesting
sidelight on th inys: “Niblo's Gar-
||l:-n was populnr in that day, and it|
was there he saw ‘Fanchon, tlml
Cricket’ and foll madly In love \\irhl
Maggle Mitchell, who played the lead-
ing part, Tony Pastor's, then on lower

Broadway, wa= a (avorite resort, and
Loster Wallack's another. Fdwin Booth

played ‘Hamlet' for a hundred nights,

and young Vall went as often as he
had the money. Hoe went somoetimes
when he didn’t, have the money--at
least, whet he hod to borrow it, for

these young men were always borrow-

ing from one another and nearly al-

ways behind with thelr paymaster,
Neoxt we find him golng West with

exodus to the pralries It was an
unforgetable journey through deep,
econtinuour woods and long, level fields
Chicagoe was then a “big, dirty town,

n period of farming and school teach

| from
| place the department had to offer,

| Noston

brought before a magistrute and sen-| v

ing lowa Vail went buck the
wi gain with a Job as operator in
a rallroad office, Later he became a
clerk in the mall service of the Union

Lo

Paclfic, Mall serviee was primitive
inn that day, Letters were often
memths on the road. Little geographi- |

cal knowledge was required of the
postal employee.  Vail saw his oppor-
tunity. By means of a chart
he devised, showing connecting points,
Vall planted the seed which grew into
clvil serviee reform. Later he was
gent to Washington to develop with
charts the ldea of the distribution of
mail on the cars in all the States, the
biggest job ever given to ome postal
assistant., The idea of the fast mail
wias then conceived. On its first run
It made forty-one miles an hour, Vail
wias now made General Superintendent
of the R iy Malls., In seven years
he had progressed by dramatic stages
the humblest to the highest

Meantime one of the greatest events
in the history of the world had come
about—the discovery of a device for
transmitting speech by a magnetic
wire, The early history of the tele-
phone i drama with thrills in it

Nutlonwide publicity was first given
the neglected invention at the Cen-
tennial  Exposition in Philadelphia
when the Emperor of Brazll, after try-
ing the instrument, execlaimed,
Gaod! It talks!™ The newspapers next
morning were full of the story.

The Bell Telephone Company was
then formed with a meagre capital.

Telephones were leased at the rate of

ten dollars a year. It wnas at this
time that the company acquired a
mannger—Theodore Vall, By the

terms of the contract he was to have
£3.,600 for the first year and 5,000 for
the second, The funds were lacking
but Vall's faith was strong.

On July 20, 1887, the reorganization
of the Bell Telephone Company with
i capital of $450,000 was completed.
The telephone of that day was still a
crude affalr, the ground was in most
cnses used for the return cireult, the
wires were poorly insulnted, there
wore distracting noises and the trans-
Titter was primitive,

When a little luter Fruncis Blake of
came forward with his new
transmitter—one good ns  Fdi-
wn’s"—this invention put the Bell
tompany on an equality with the
Western Union and saved the day.
Now began a great period in telephone
history. Everybody wanted telephones.
There was no busier place in Amer-
fen than the National Bell Telephone
offices at 96 Milk street. Stock ad-
vanced from 350 to $350 a share.
When later the Bell and Western
['nion combined forces It soared to
$1.000 u share. Like his assoclates in
the company, Vail now hecame unde-
niably rich for that day—was rated as
o millionalre. The first thing he did
was to cancel the mortgage on the
Towa farm for the home folks.

The following year he negotlated for
the hig Chadwick house and grounds
at Roxbury, Mass, His hospitality
me a8 wide a= his fortune, Then
bought a farm near Lyndonville
which he called S8peedwell Farms,
and subscribed large sums for needed

“us

T

reconstruction of the village high
school and other centres which had
been closed for lack *of funds. Later
| he established the Lyndon School of
Agriculture for boys by giving Specd-
well Farm as a gift to the State of
Vermont, reserving for himself only
the right of residence.

Meuntime the groat work of cabling
the wires of New York and Brookiyv:
and putting them under ground hod
been going on. Vall gave the unde:
ground construction hls close persona
attention, Ty 1589 there were 11,000
miles of underground wire In New
York ecity nlone! At this polnt Vall
on the verge of nervous collapse, s
obliged to withdraw from personal
direction. Several quiet years at T.on
denville were followed by suece 1l
ventures in the Argentine. Years of
sorrow, ciaused by the death of his
wife and later of hiz son, followod. In
Muy, 1807, he was elected pr
of the American Terephone and ° e
graph Company. The orn of hig groat
est work had begun. In 1909 he
brought about the affillation he
Western Unjon with his own com-
pany, only to see his labor thwirted
Ly the Government,

In 1915 occurred the formal opon-
Ing of the transcontinental line. The
wires of the Pacific slope were ksl
with those of the Mississippi lley
and the Atlantle geaboard, Wat«on In
San Francisco now gpoke to D Bell
in New York, using the words of the
first transmitted sentence: “Mye. Wat-
won, please come here, I want von”
To whith Watson replied, “It uld
tuke me a week to do that 1
Theodore Vail at Jekyl Islan [}
gratulated his colleagues and wa

sl congratulated by President
son, speaking from Washington

In Beptember, 1915, came the an
nouncement of the suceess ol the
wireless telephone that was to

universal service and make a o
borhood of the entire world

The closing chapters of the book are
devoted to the story of how the tole
phone "went to war,” and a detailed
necount of Ite Government contfrol.
Vall's unselfish attitude of service
manifest to all. In June, 1919, he r
tired ns president of ‘the American
Telephone and Telegraph Company. In
August of that year the Governmi
handed back the wires to the owners

nt

Vail's big falth In humanity must
have tipped the scales in hiz favor
many times. Omee he sald: T don't

belleve In anybody: but T have got
falth In evervbody.” At another time
“I'd rather get cheated now and then
than distrust everybody.” And
whera tha author writes: “H:
sremed more than a boy—a big
n fact=—to those of his Intima
virele! . Perhaps this i the secict of
il great men and women
MARY BIEGRIST
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The romance of o New England
boy and the daughter of a French

dancer,

THE CAREER oF |
DAVID NOBLE |

The World finds in this novel
“the thrill continuous.”

ANDIVIUS
HEDULIO

By Frances Parkinson Keyes By, EDWARD LUCAS WHITE
\uthor of "!ﬁ!ml_lfmm o Senator’s Author of "El Sapremo”
lons TEMPLE SCOTT writes:—"The

book is not only & splendid tale of
‘ adventure, but it is an astonishingly

‘A story of sturdy grace and
calm beauty . . . Each page
burns with a brilliant flame
that compels interest."—Co- |
lumbus Dhspalch. $1.75. |

vivid presentation of what
Rome was like, 8 marvel of a pano-
rama, a splendid pageant.

#2.00 at any bookshop or from

F. A. STOKES COMPANY E. P. Dutton & Co. 681 5th Av.. N. Y.

443 Fourth Ave., New York

“YOU WILL READ THIS BOOK BECAUSE
JULIA MAKES YOU."—N. Y. HERALD
1

JULIA TAKES
HER CHANCE

By Concordia Merrel

The New York Herald, in a long recrew says: “You will just have to hear
with us, for we are determined to praise this book from the heginning to
the end of this review, and - thoughts, aside from those expressed here,
are just as favorable to auth and book.

“We read ‘Julia' until one o'clock,.and then sat down to scrawl our delight
before sleep overtook us. JULIA TAKES HER CHANCE is a hook
you will read because Julia makes you. The story is so full of living
people and their joys and sorrows, suceesses and failures, that we were
swallowed up in the sense of humanity sand cared little where the people
happened to live.

“Get the book to-morrow and in the ewening settle down after dinner

early, because you will want to finish bafore you wind the clock and set
the alarm and crawl into bed -and spend a happy evening with Julia.
Then turn out the light and read Julia all over again in your dreams."

Dorothy Hoskins, in the Houston Post, sways: “Julia is alive and real.
It is hard to relinquish the story until it is finished, for it moves with skilful
steps from one crisis to another and the Jfinal determination of Julia is
fascinating to follow. If JULIA leaps to the head of the 'best seller’
column, it will not surprise her publisher.” $2.00

At all booksellors

THOMAS SELTZER, Publisher
5 West 50th Street New York

D O P

g Unless you have read

URSULA TRENT by W. L. George

vou are neglecting the “‘modern woman’'s" own side
of the story. As told by the noted feminist it has
drawn the fire of the Mrs, Grundys and the praise
of the eritics, in England and America. London
Daily Telegraph: A daring experiment. The
character of Ursula Trent is drawn with fascinating
subtlety, It may make many women angry,
but it will help many men to be less angry with
their own womenkind." £2.00

And here is a
new kind of story

COBWEB by George Agnew Chamberlain

A dashing, laughing story of a man who married a girl when he did not
know who she was, A story =o frankly engrossed with love as an art, and
#0 unconcerned with love as a problem that it has won ungrudging praise
\. Y. Tribune:  “General excellence of conception and craftsmanship

Boston Eve. Transeript: “"Romance of a dashing kind."” 22.00

A I N R B
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Do you like a dramatic
love story? Then There’s

THE EMPTY SACK by Basil King:

It begins, instead of ending, with the millionaire’s son marrving a gir
of entirely different social class. And the girl who marries him although
she does not love him, is not an adventuress but a high principled girl
How his splendid love envelops her like a cloak and carries safaly
through a great struggle to a profound love, maxes up the dramatic story
111., $2.00.
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Other important books are :

Howard Pyle’s " Mrs. Farrell

Book of Pira.tes by William Dean Howells

with his convincing spirit.

: . The new Howells novel, the stor
An ideal gift for old or young who ety
: > of a fascinating flirtatious young
like pirate stories, and for collectors : J el
: 3 . | widow. Raltimore | Sun: “Vivid
of beautiful books. N. Y. Eve. Post: s csentially truthiul dharnstert
“No one before or since has suc- '.'“ o '1 lli "I A I‘ Il\‘”ll iahd]
e 3 w i zation and delightful humor
ceeded in portraying the sea rovers ST M A $2.00

Mapy a lad will retire to a cor- |
ner on Christmas morning and ‘
|
[

Mile High

by Henry C. Rowland

Chris Carmichael found that

spend the rest of the day over this
il

17 full color, all by

most welcome of gift books."”

illustrations, wWir

Pyle. Boxed $6.00 work had left the one girl immune
to love emotions “heriff Bob
Oh, Shoot! found that the one woman waz an
by Rex Beach | 1Tlf.|'ll.‘|ﬂll'~ international thief. A
| thrilling mystery-romance. £1.90
Rex Beach at his wittiest and Fred
Stone in funnier situations than
you could ever imagine, Sporting Broken to the Plow
editors and literary critics are d
unanimous for it, Boston Tran- by Charles Caldwell Dobie

“Few authors and still fewer
sportsmen can find such delicious
B amusement in their own trials and

seript The story of an under dog and

how he wins through to manhood

Boston Tramscrip!. “"With a sweep

T A ERNEANES AP AEE N DTSN AL AR YRR

8 tribulations.” 63  illustrations, ing power much akin to Jack
. 300 « London's tales" 22.00
® HARPER & BROTHERS. Estab. 1817. New York, N. Y
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